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The rare +rnrmeter gwan 1s still continuing to increase annually and
now hes an estimeied nooulation of at leasy 283 bivrdés in the Tnited States,
Jre Ira 7. J&OTIEJSOH, Director of the Fish and " 1dlife Service of the
United States Devartment of the Interior, announced today.

This estimate wag obtained from a joint count made in August by versonnel
of the Figh and Wil 1ire Service and the Vational Park Service. The estimate
1943 was 221.

These birds, largest migratory waterfowl in Torth America, which vere
once thovght extinet, are concéntrated on a groun of lakes and reservoirs
centered around the Red Hock Lakes Fational Wildlife Refuge in soutiwestern
dMontana and in the Yellocwstcne Fational Park, Yyoming,

Trumpeter swan nomulations since anmuzl counte have been made are as
Tollows: 73 in 1935; 114 in 1936; 168 in 1937; 148 in 1938; 199 in 1939
185 in 1940; 211 in 1941; 199 in 1942; and 221 in 1943,

4 total of 210 adults and 73 cygnets made un this year's count. 4
bregkdovn indicates that there were 154 trummeters on the Red Rock Lakes
Refuge (105 adults and 58 cvgnets), 59 on Yellowstone Parlk (48 adults and
11 cygnets), 55 on surrounding lands (53 adults and 3 cygnets), and four
on the Tational Tlk Refuge in Wyoming., The latter figure rewrecents an
unmated adult and a mated vpair which nested successfully for the first time
this year, vroducing a single cygnet. These adult birds were transferred
from the Red Rock Lakes Refuge in 1939,

The count of the birds this season on the Red Rock Lakes Refuge indicates

ail increase of more than 200 nercent in the numder of cyenets produced this
yesr over last. Dr., Ward i, Sharp, refuge manager, recently counted 58 cygnets
on the refuge while only 25 young birds were found & vesr ago.
Taturelists in Yellowstone Park reported an increase in numbers with 11
cvénets and 48 adults within the Park. An additional 56 trummeter swan were
noted by Dr. Sharp ~n other lakes and reservoirs in ientana and Idsko within
100 miles of the refuge area,

Service officinls are encouraged by the fact that birds in small numbers
were found on a lavger number of areas than éuring wrevious counts., A brocd
of three cygnets was raised successfully on a neoxdr slough area., Thsse ~cwre
the only cygnets kuown to have been produced this year outside of Felerally
nrotected arcas, Heavr rains end abnormally high water on nearby lakes and



irs are “elieved resvonsible for the loss of nests on at least three
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The trummeter swan, once an abundant bird, faced extinction in the Urited
States in the early nart of the century. The number of trummeters had fallen
so low hy 1907 thot many wpeonle believed the bird was extinct. Then a small
flock wre diguovered in the Red Rock Lakes 2nd the Yellowstone Park region.
Wnile these birds have been given nmrotection within the Park for many yeers,
it ves not until 1235 that the Red Rock Lzkes Refuge wes estaodblished by the

Jish end Tildlife Bervice, mrimerily for the wrotection and mermetuation of
fots huse hirds,

in the vroduction of rouns birds thig yeor 1s attri-
huted D Dr. Febriclson to immroved technione for winter care of the swans.
It wee found thot the adults survived the winter, apparently in more vigor-
ous coadlition as a result of the extensive wuse o* an ell-grain diet, Yater
levels ere raintained et o nesrly constant level nnd small grase mourds in
the to lakes on tihe Red Rock Lakes Refuge nrovide ideal nesting sites. llost
of the non-~-breeding dirds swmarently remain on the lakes irn Yellowstone Park
in surmer wiiile the majority of the breeding birds use the refuge grounds,
- consideralic share of the wonulation during the winter fregquents warm
s»rings loceted on the Red Rock Lakes area.

Tne greater g
i

Service officisls are encouraged by the inerease of these birds during
ot seeson,  They bulieve that with continuation of studics on safe-
1&g the cyvgnets through the first year, the mernetuation of this noble
bird may e aseured,
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